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interior sense, we should be following a false light.
But we have no moral sense other than conscience,
and this is, in fact, only another name for the dictates
of reason founded on a view of the consequences of
conduct. Whenever a question concerning conduct
arises, we instantly proceed to ponder upon the con-
sequences. We may be sure that those causes con-
trolling conduct, which are the only ones we are ever
conscious of obeying, are the only ones we, in fact,
ever obey or ought to obey.

The illusion, so to speak, by which we are led to
imagine that conscience is a special faculty bestowed
upon us arises, I apprehend, from the instantaneous
action of reason in many cases. When we reflect
that during the years of childhood we were daily
taught that we must do certain things, and must not
do certain other things, and that ever since we have
been habitually practising upon precepts thus ac-
quired and upon others formed by ourselves, we need
not marvel at the rapidity with which we go through
the mental acts necessary to direct our ordinary
conduct. It is analogous to the like rapidity with
which we exercise our bodily muscles. The action
seems spontaneous and instinctive.

What I have been saying tends to explain the
peculiar significance of the word ought which has
been the subject of much discussion. That we have
a feeling well enough described as the "sense of
ought" I readily agree. It suggests to us an immedi-
ate pointing of our conduct in a certain direction.
It gives no reason, but assumes to speak, as it were,
from its own authority. This arises, I imagine,